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March 14, 2025

Honorable Kimberly A. Lightford
Chair, Committee on Assignments

Honorable Bill Cunningham
Honorable Omar Aquino

Honorable Laura Murphy

Honorable Neil Anderson

Honorable Sally J. Turner

Members, Committee on Assignments

Illinois State Senate

Re: Illinois SB 1840
Dear Chair Lightford and Assighments Committee Members:

The undersigned organizations representing the commercial drone industry oppose SB 1840,
the Civilian Enforced No-Fly Zone Act, which would permit a property owner to disable or
destroy a drone that is operating over the owner’s property under 400 ft. without the consent



of the property owner. The bill would also provide immunity from civil or criminal liability for
disabling or destroying a drone provided there is no intentional harm caused to persons or
property in the process of disabling or destroying the drone.

This bill is preempted by federal law as it would subject lawful operation of drones in the
national airspace to destruction or damage. Section 40103 of Title 49, United States Code,
provides that a citizen of the United States has a public right of transit through the navigable
airspace. 14 C.F.R. Part 107 authorizes commercial operations of drones under several
limitations, including the requirement to operate under 400 ft. above ground level (AGL). 49
U.S.C. 44807 allows for commercial package delivery and the operations of drones over 55
lbs. in the national airspace with federal government authorization. Such authorized flights
of drones over private property, without hovering or engaging in any misconduct, may not
lawfully be subject to disabling or destruction.

The bill also purports to permit conduct that is explicitly prohibited by federal law. Section
32 of Title 18 of the United States Code provides that the willful and intentional destruction
of or damage to an aircraft is a felony subject to a penalty of up to 20 years in prison. Under
the Supremacy Clause of the Constitution of the United States, Article XI, clause 2, a state
law cannot permit what federal law prohibits. A state law also cannot provide immunity from
liability for committing a federal offense, because a state law may not restrict the discretion
of the United States Department of Justice to enforce violations of federal law. The bill would
thus give a false sense of security to a property owner who may want to shoot down a drone
that there would be no legal consequences for doing so, when the property owner may face
federal prosecution and a sentence of imprisonment.

The commercial drone industry therefore opposes SB 1840.

Respectfully submitte
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gregory.walden@dgagroup.com
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Mason Sisk

Director, Government Affairs

Association of Uncrewed Vehicle Systems International
msisk@auvsi.org
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Liz Forro

Policy Director

Commercial Drone Alliance
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