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March 14, 2025

Chairman Jim Hill

House Judiciary Committee
Alabama Legislature

11 South Union Street
Montgomery, AL 36130

RE: House Bill 201
Dear Chairman Hill,

The undersigned organizations representing the uncrewed air systems industry write to
request arevision to HB 201 to broaden the exemption of FAA-authorized flights over certain
public institutions. Section 2 of the bill, amending current law related to correctional
facilities, includes an exemption under subsection (b)(2) for a person authorized by federal
regulations who is operating the drone in a lawful manner and consistent with federal
regulations. However, Section 1, which adds a prohibition on drone flights within 500
horizontal feet or 200 vertical feet of a public school (13A-7-91.1), does not include a similar
exemption. We recommend that the bill be revised to apply the FAA-authorized flight
exemption across the board.

Commercial drone operators operating in compliance with FAA regulations do not pose a
safety or privacy risk by simply flying over a correctional facility without hovering or engaging



in any misconduct. The same statement applies to such commercial drone flights over or
near schools. Privacy interests are adequately covered in the bill’s prohibition on operating
a drone to photograph, record, or otherwise observe another individual where the individual
has a reasonable expectation of privacy. Without the same exemption for FAA-authorized
commercial operations as applied to flights over correctional institutions, this bill could
severely hamper the industry’s ability to serve the state of Alabama. The horizontal distance
outlined in the bill could force operators to fly inefficient routes or inadvertently violate the
law as many schools are bordered by residences that are less than 500 feet from the school
property. Without a commercial operator exemption, the breadth of this bill could well
conflict with federal law, as it would effectively regulate the routes and flight paths of drones
in the national airspace, which is subject to the plenary authority Congress has delegated to
the Federal Aviation Administration.

We respectfully ask that the bill include a commercial operations exemption to section 1’s
prohibition on drone flights near or over public schools. Thank you for your consideration.
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