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April 3, 2025

Honorable John Cronin, Chair

Honorable William Driscoll, Jr., Vice Chair

Honorable Daniell Cahill, Chair

Honorable Christoper J. Worrell, Vice Chair

Joint Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee

Honorable Michael Moore
Massachusetts Senate

Re: MASB 1734
Dear Senators Cronin, Driscoll, Cahill, Worrell, and Moore:

The undersigned organizations represent the commercial drone industry in the United States.
We write to request that Senate bill 1734 be revised to clarify that certain provisions in new
section 223 apply only to the use of drones by public officials, and not to commercial
operations. We acknowledge and do not oppose subsection (b), which would require drone
operations to comply with FAA rules and airspace restrictions. Subsections (c), (f), (g), (h),
and (i) plainly apply only to government use of drones.



In two subsections, however, the text is somewhat ambiguous as to whether commercial
operations are included. First, subsection (e) is likely intended to address government use
of drones, but the text should be made more explicit. Second, subsection (d) appears
similarly to apply to government use of drones, butincludes a cross-reference to subsection
(b), which as noted applies to all drone operations. We believe the cross-reference in
subsection (d) should be to subsection (c), and not (b).

The commercial drone industry requests that the bill be revised in these two respects. We
are available to work with you to revise the bill to address our recommendations.

Thank you for your consideration.
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