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The Small UAV Coalition1 (“Coalition”) is pleased to provide comments in support of the petition 

for exemption under 49 U.S.C. §44807 by Leidos, Inc. (“Leidos”) to use drone models weighing 

more than 55 lbs. but no more than 1,350 lbs., beyond the visual line of sight (“BLVOS”), for the 

purpose of supporting Department of Defense surveillance and reconnaissance activities, as well 

as LIDAR mapping for wildlife management, and search and rescue efforts for federal and other 

government agencies. In response to requests for additional information, Leidos explains that it 

will operate over farmland and ranchland with closed access to the public. 90 Fed. Reg. 41628 

(Aug. 26, 2025) 

 

Drones offer a safe and efficient means of conducting a variety of operations. Members of the 

Small UAV Coalition share an interest in advancing regulatory and policy changes that will permit 

the operation of drones within and beyond the line of sight, with varying degrees of autonomy, 

weighing under or over 55 lbs., for commercial and other civil purposes, as well as for novel uses 

that bring safety or economic benefits to the public. 

 
Leidos previously obtained part 107 waivers to operate BVLOS with visual observers. For these 

operations, visual observers will be stationed no more than 1 mile apart. 

 

The Coalition has long supported, and the FAA has often approved by exemption, the operation 

of drones over 55 lbs. Here, although the drones will weigh up to 1,350 lbs., they will be flown 

over a controlled access area, thereby addressing both air and ground risks. 

 

As for other parts 61 and 91 regulations from which Leidos seeks an exemption, the Coalition has 

regularly supported such exemption requests on the basis that these regulations do not neatly fit or 

 
1
 Members of the Small UAV Coalition are listed at www.smalluavcoalition.org. 
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logically apply to drone operations and the petitioner’s showing that operations may be conducted 

safely without complying with such requirements. Leidos’s petition and supplementary 

information provides a number of technological features that will promote the safety of flight and 

will avoid conflicts with other aircraft that may be in the vicinity. 

 

In sum, the Coalition supports granting this petition, in consideration of the measures to address 

both ground and air risks and the controlled access environment in which Leidos proposed to 

operate. 
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