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The Small UAV Coalition' is pleased to provide its comments in support of the petition by
uAvionix Corporation (“uAvionix”) for an exemption under 49 U.S.C. 44807 to operate its Rapace
electric vertical takeoff and landing (“EVTOL”) drone beyond the visual line of sight (“BVLOS”)
for research and development, in accordance with 14 C.F.R. 91.113(b) waiver provisions and
operating limitations included in Rapace’s experimental category airworthiness certificate, and for
its pilots to hold a remote pilot certificate in lieu of a Part 61 pilot certificate. 88 Fed. Reg. 33959
(May 25, 2023). According to the FAA’s notice, the Rapace drone has an empty weight of 12 lbs.
and a maximum takeoff weight of 26 Ibs.?

Drones offer a safe and efficient means of conducting a variety of operations. Members of the
Small UAV Coalition share an interest in advancing regulatory and policy changes that will permit
the operation of drones in the near term, within and beyond the line of sight, with varying degrees
of autonomy, for commercial, other civil purposes.

Pilots for uAvionix will hold a remote pilot certificate under Part 107, which FAA has previously
approved for operations under section 44807, provided the remote pilot receives sufficient training
in the specific drone model and nature of the drone operations. uAvionix will require pilots to
undergo practical flight training and to demonstrate proficiency for the particular operating
environment. The Coalition supports allowing pilots who are adequately trained in the drone model
and the drone operations to conduct commercial operations, without holding a commercial Part 61
certificate.

1 Members of the Small UAV Coalition are listed at www.smalluavcoalition.org.

2 yAvionix’s petition was not located in www.regulations.gov under FAA-2022-0921, and thus the Coalition’s
comments are limited to the request to use a pilot with a remote pilot certificate under Part 107.




In sum, the Coalition supports uAvionix’s petition for exemption from 14 C.F.R. 61.3(a)(1).
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