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February 21, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Supporting the Nomination of Michael Kratsios
Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

The Small UAV Coalition® (“Coalition”) respectfully submits this letter of support for President
Trump’s nomination of Michael Kratsios to serve as Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy (“OSTP”) in the Executive Office of the President. Members of the Small UAV
Coalition share an interest in advancing legislative, regulatory and policy reforms to allow the
UAS industry to scale operations of commercial drones beyond the visual line of sight, with
varying degrees of autonomy, to deliver manifold benefits to individuals and businesses through
the country and around the world. As your Committee has recognized, commercial drone
operations save lives, time, and money while reducing the transportation sector’s carbon
footprint.

Mr. Kratsios was a significant force in the first Trump administration in advancing development
of new technologies, including aviation technologies. As OSTP’s Chief Technology Officer, he was
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a strong advocate for the safe integration of drones in the national airspace. Mr. Kratsios was
critical in establishing the Federal Aviation Administration’s UAS Integration Pilot Program
(“IPP”), which was mandated by Presidential Memorandum of October 25, 2017, and
subsequently codified in the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018. His knowledge, experience, and
judgment make him very well qualified to lead OSTP in supporting safe and secure innovation
across various technology sectors.

The Coalition commends the Committee’s leadership in enacting the forward-leaning FAA
Reauthorization Act of 2024. While many of the Act’s deliverables of greatest interest to the
Coalition and its members are directed to the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) and FAA,
support from the White House as a general matter, and OSTP in particular, will be critical to
ensure that DOT and FAA comply, fully and in a timely manner, with the provisions in the Act.

We therefore support without qualification the nomination of Mr. Kratsios for the position of
OSTP Director and urge his expeditious confirmation.

Sincerely,

gregory.walden@dgagroup.com



